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the progress, the enlightenment and the good sense of the
masses, and the gentleness of the French people! I assure you
that anyone here who ventured to preach peace would get him-
self murdered. Whatever happens, we have been set back for
a long time to come.

Are the wars between races perhaps going to begin again?
One will see, before a century passes, several millions of men
kill one another in one engagement. All the East against all
Europe, the old world against the new! Why not? Great
united works like the Suez Canal are, perhaps, under another
form, outlines and preparations for these monstrous conflicts
of which we have no idea.

Is Prussia perhaps going to have a great drubbing which
entered into the schemes of Providence for reestablishing
European equilibrium? That country was tending to be hyper-
trophied like France under Louis XIV and Napoleon. The
other organs are inconvenienced by it. Thence universal
trouble. Would formidable bleedings be useful?

Ah! we intellectuals! Humanity is far from our ideal! and
our immense error, our fatal error, is to think it like us and
to want to treat it accordingly.

The reverence, the fetichism, that they have for universal
suffrage revolts me more than the infallibility of the pope
(which has just delightfully missed its point, by the way). Do
you think that if France, instead of being governed on the
whole by the crowd, were in the power of the mandarins, we
should be where we are now? If, instead of having wished to
enlighten the lower classes, we had busied ourselves with in-
structing the higher, we should not have seen M. de Keratry
proposing the pillage of the duchy of Baden, a measure that
the public finds very proper!

Are you studying Prudhomme now? He is gigantic! He
admires Musset's Rhin, and asks if Musset has done anything
else. Here you have Musset accepted as the national poet
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